Visual hemispace differences reflect hemisphere asymmetries.
The relationship between the representation of the extracorporeal visual hemispace and the contralateral hemisphere has been investigated by presenting visual stimuli foveally either in the right or in the left hemispace. In a lexical decision task (Exp. 1) and a face-familiarity decision task (Exp. 2) lateral asymmetries very similar to those obtained using the divided visual field technique have been found. These results suggest that under particular circumstances the hemispace representation in the contralateral hemisphere overrides the retinal representation. Finally, it was found that in a lexical decision task performance with stimuli in the right hemispace was very similar to that with stimuli in a central position. The physiological and adaptive meaning of this phenomenon is discussed.